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FOREWORD

The National Assessment of ducational Progress (NAEP) is an
information- gathering project th t surveys the` educational attain-
ments of 9-year-olds, 13-year-olds, 17-year-oldi and adults (ages
26-35) in 10 learning areas: art, career and occupational develop- ,

ment, citizenship, literature, mathematics, music,reading, social
studies, science and writing. Different learning areas are
assessed every year, and all areas are periodically reassessed in

order to measure educational change.

Each assessment is the product of s..eeral years. work by a
'great many educators, scholars and lay persons from across the ir

country. Initially, these people design objectives for each area, ,

proposiAg specific goals thlat they feel Americans should be achiev-
ing in the course of their education. After careful reviews, the
objectives are given to exercise (item) writers, whose task it is

to create measurement tools appropriate to the objectives.

When the exercises have passed extensive reviews by subject-
matter specialists and measurement experts, they are administered
to probability samples from various age levels. The people who

icomliose these samples are chosen in such a way that the results of

their assessment can,be generalized to an entire national popula-

tion. That is, on the basis of the performance of about 2,500
9-year-olds on a given exercise, we can generalize about the
probable performance of all 9-year-olds in the nation.

National Assessment also publishes a:general information year-
book that describeS'all major aspects of the Assessment's opera-

tion. The reader who desires more detailed information about how
NAEP designs the sample; defines reporting groups, prepares and

scores the exercises and analyzeg and reports the results should
consult the General Information Yearbook, Report 03/04-GIY.
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CHAPTER 1

THE SOCIAL UUDIES ASSES8M3NT

Preparation' for the social studies assessment began in the
fall of X965, when +a panel pf professionals convened to identify
the objectives of social studies education. It was generally
recognized that the domain of the social studies is almost limit-

,' less. Recognizing that it would be difficult to_identify object-
, ives that would be,unanimouSly accepted, the committee decided to

define the objectiVes.in terms cifwhat was taught in the, schools.
After extensive review a set of objectives was accepted, and exer-
cise development began in .1966. Throughout the 'next years many
exercise-review 'conferences were held and, in the fall of 1970,
all of the,socialAttdies exercises were reviewed by the U.S.
Office of Education. Social studies was assessed together with
Music. The exercises mere packaged and printed, and the admin-
istration took plate during 1971-72. After/the administration,
ail open-ended. exercises were scored by trained personnel. .

Exercise-by-exercise results and summary data were then comppted
by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) staff.

National Assessment has madethese data available-in various
reports. A,general discussibn of the Ocial studies results can
be found in Thq First Social Studi# Assessment: An Overview,
'Report 037SS-00. For those interested in the specific text and'
results for the exercises summarized, detailed -exercise-by-exerodise
documentation is Provided in the ;Social Studies Technica'RepOrt:
Exercise Volume, R4ort 03-SS/20. Data is included for all exer-=
ciies, but the exact exercise text is provided for Only the
released exercises. Some exercise telcts are unreleased at ths
time because National Assessment will administer these same e er-
cises again in five years to determine whether -the performanc
level of Americans has improved or declined.

%Iv

Focused reports are Political Knowledge andNAttitiides,
Report 03 -SS -p1 and Contemporary Social Issu4s, Report 03- SS -02\
In addition,/gational Assessment has produced computer, ,datatap
which contain the response data gathered in the social studies
assessment. State and local educators wile) want-to use National
,AS4sessment exercises in their own assessment programs, as well aS
others interested in more information, should find these additional
reports and documentation useful.

44:
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Purpose of the Technical Summary

The purpose Of this report is to docUment the results of the
1971-72 assessment of social studies: The data is thi8--Volume are
not presented exercise by exercise. Results are_summarized-aoross_
exercises for groups of people. age'comparisons
for the learning'area, comparisons-Of each of National Assessment's
reporting groups with t e -Kational level of performan,p, coMparit
sons of the vario roups within an age and comparisons of per-
formance on sub ets of social studies exercises. An effort was
made to stnbarize the data in ways that provide useful and inter-
esti g--6omparisons. The data can be used to identify the strengths

weaknesses of various groups of people., For example,.this
-volume prpsents data comparing male-female performance across
four age levels on social studies knowledge, and attitudes. Per-
formance of inner-city children is given for each objective
measured, and resultt comparing regions of:the country with
natiqnal performance are also included. Sometimes pattern& emerge'
that an form the basis for judgments and decisions about the
direction of social studies education.

A description of National-Assessment's sample design and the,
groups of People for which results have been summarized'is pre-
sented later-in this chapte. An explanation of how various types
of exercises have been clustered follows.

How the Exercises afeClassified.

As mentioned above, the data Ocluded in this volume summa-
rize results for certain subsets of clusters of exercises.
National Assessment has worked'Olosely with subject - tatter specia-

lists in making theseidecisions. The social studies exercises
have bZbn'clustered in_two different ways, by themes and by objec-
tives. - For most of he'exhibits in this report, theexercises

,
have-been divided into three broad themes -- skills, knowledges-
and attitudes. An outline of the types of exercises thik were
classified into these themes follows.

I. skills
A. Obtaining information

le Raises questions and seeks answers related to a

variety of issues
2. Identifies sources most suitable to solve a particui.7

lar problem or find particular information
3. Uses standatd reference sources and aids to locate

information

B. Interpreting information
1. Uses basic problem-solving techniques of the social

sciences to interpret information of various kinds

Y

2



2. Interprets graphs and maps effe6tively'
3. Uses a variety of nontraditional sources of informa-

tion

II. Knowledges
A. Economics

1. Understands some of the basic characteristics of
economic systems that are common toall industrial
societies

B. Geography
l. Has knowledge of worldwide spatial distribution

and interrelationship of the majorJeaturesof man's
physical and cultural environment

C.. History
1. Understands semeof the major developments in U.S.

history .

2. Understands some of.the major developments in
world history

D. Political science
1. Knows some of the individuals and groups responsible

for making government decisions `'

2. Understands some of the rights and responsibilities
granted in the Constitution

3. Know& someth...ng about thepAection'process,an d the
role of political. parties

4. Undetstands some of the processe s involved in
political socialization

III. Attitudes
A. Rights of theFirst Amendment

1. Believes in the freedoms of the First Amendment and
can justify that belief

B. The worth of the individual
1. Believes people should become-involved in making

decisions that affect their live6
Has a sense of responsibility for the interest of

,others
3. Respects the views and feelings of all people'
4. Believes in the rule of law and can justify that

belief

Chapter 2 presents" summary data for the exercise* classified
in the skills theme, Chapter 3 presdnts data for exercises clas-
sified in the knowledge theme and Chapter 4 presents data. for
exercises classified in' the attitudes theme.% Chapter 5 summarizes
across themes.

Chapter 6 includes a copy of the five major social studies
-objectives and summaries of group results for each objective.
Appendix A presents a cross-reference list for all exercises from
theme to objective.'

.3
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Sampling

The ,exercises were given to a national probability-sample of
9-year-olds, 13-year-olds, 17- year' -olds (including high school
dropouts and early graduates) and young adults between the ages
of 26 and 35:1 Within the four age.levels, National AsseSsment
can report data about a limited number of subpopulations.-
4though the same included respondents'from,all 50 qateS,and-the
District Of Colt4mbia, it was hot of sufficient size to enabler
comparisons of, the data between states, school districts, schools,,
teachers, etc.

The sample design employed. by National Assessment was strati:-

fied by geographic region, state, size of community and socio-

economic The sample was drawn at three stages. The first-
sta9e,sampling units consisted of counties or groups of Contiguous
counties and was constructed.using (1.S. Cansus*data on the numbers
of persons living in those counties.

.' For the in-school assessment, a stratified'randOm sample of
primary sampling units (PSUs) was drawn. Lists,were made of the
schools in each selected unit. At the second stage, a sample of
sechools was selected within each PSU. Finally, within each
selected school NAEP drew' a random sal-We of:students, and assigned
thOse students to assessment booklets. Of course, all student
listings were destroyed to protect the anonymity of the respondents.
National Assessment has no recoAds of the names Of the students
who took the booklets. The out-of-school sample design was similar

. to the in- school design. First, primary sampling units were drawn.
Then, within each PSU a sample of'small-area segments was obtained.
Specially trained administrators' located' assessment participants
within'the'area segments by visiting each housing unit and detey-
mining if any indiyiduals of the appropriate' age lived.titere. Of

the eligible, individuals, 84% participated in the social studies
assessinent.

About 90,000 respondents were sampled in the 1971-72 assess-
ment. However, not tall respondents took all exercises. For
example, 25,500 13-year-olds participated in the social studies

1An overview oethe Nationa,1' Assessment sampling design for Years OS' and 04 is

provided in ,Chapter 2 of the General Information 'Yearbook, Report 03/04-GIY
(Waqhington-,- -D7C7: Government Printing Office, 1974). For more detailed

documentation, see J.R. Chromy et al., The llationczl Assessment Approach to

Sampling (Denver, Co16..: Education Commission of the States, 1974). For an

introduCtory treatment aimed at state and local assessment problems, see R.11.

Jaeger, A Primer on Sapling for Statewide Assesement (Princeton, N. J.:

Educational Testing Service, Center for Statewide Educational A-ssessmerit, 1973).

*
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assessment. Between 2,200-2 00 13-year:-olds responded to each

booklet of exercises.'
)

..,-

Reporting Populations and Subpopulations

'In addition to national results for 9- year-olds, 13-year-
olds; 17-year-olds and young adults, National Assessment provides
data about various groups of peopfe. The variables used for this
analysis are region of the country, sex, race, level of parental
education and size and type of community. They are defined as

follows.

Region
,

.
.

The country has been divided into fodr regions -- Northeast
(NE), Southeast (SE), Central (C) and West (W) -- in order to

'present results for various regions relative to the national

results.

7-
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Sex

Results are presented for males (M) and for females (F).

Race

ResOlts are presented for whites (WV) and blacks (B).
V

Parental Education

The kour parental-education categories are aefined,4 the
highest level of educati(in attained by either of a person's pat-
ents, The no-high-school (NHS) category_ is comprised of all
people who indicated that neither parent went to high school. The
some-high-sChool (SHS category consists of all those who indi-
cated that the parent with the,most education attended high school
but did not graduate. In the graduated-from-high-school .(GHS)
category are all those who indicated that at least one patent
graduated from high school, and in the post-highAchool (PHS)
group are all those who indicated that at least one parent received
some education past high school (college, vocational training or
adult. education'courses).

Size and T'pe of Community (STOC)

The groups within this variable are defined by the size of a
person's CommunityAh-d_an occupational profile of the area his or
her school gerves.

-----

Extreme rural (ER). People in th3 roup attend schools'in
a community having a population less than a tl,qoo. Moi't
residents in the area the school serves are frmerslor farm
workers.

.. Low metro (LM). Individuals in this group attend schO81s
within the city limits or residential area served by a city with
a population greater than 150r000; the schools serve areas in
which a high proportion of the 'residents are on welfare or not
regularly employed.

High metro (HM). Individuals in this group attend schools
within the city limits or residential area served by a city with
a population greater than 150,000; the area served by the school
consists primarily of residents who. are professional or managerial
personnel.

Urban fringe (UF). People in this group attend schools in
the metropolitan area.served by a city with more than 200,000

6
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inhabitants; the school and the area it serves are outside of the
city limits and are'not included in either the low-metro'or high -
metro group.

Main big city (MBC). These are students attending schools'
in a big city (population great4'r than 200,000)' who are not
included in either the low-metro or high-metro groups.

Me'dium city (MC). Individuals in this group are those who
attend schools in cities with populations between /25,000 and

_200,000 that are not in high- or low-met'ro groups.

Small pla'.!es (SP). People in this group attend schools in a
community of less than 25,000 inhabitants, which are not included;,"
in the extreme-rural group.

-
Data Analysis

National Assessment weighted the data in accordance with the
sample design and estimated the percentages of individuals in the
population who possessed various knpwledges, unaerstandings,
skills and attitudes.

To do so, NAEP has developed two baseline measures.

1. P.-Value. An estimate of the percentage of persons in
each of;t1le populations who gave a certainresponse to
a specific exercise. For example, the estimated percent
age of ;9-year-olds who answered a given exercise accept-
ably is, defined as the sum of the' weighted number of
acceptale responses divided by the sum of the weighted
number of responses for all 9-year-olds. Percentages
for each reporting group were computed in the same
manner using only the.weighted responses foi-the.people
in that group. ,

k

2., OP- Value. An estimate'of the differences between the
i performance of a subpopulation and the perforthance of
1 the total age population. A AR-value is,the difference

between the estimated percentage' of a group (for example,
the Western region) that provided a particular response
,to an exercise and the corresponding national percentage:

WeStern %c- National % = Western OP- Value.

If, on a given exercise, a group's percentage is lower
than the national percentage, the difference between the
two percentages is expressed as a negative number; if a
group's percentage of success is higher than the national
percentage, the group's difference in performance is a

7
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,positive number. For example, i on a given exercise 74%
of the 13-year-olds in the West ave an,-traceptable
response, but only 68% of the n tional sample did so,
then the West Ap-value for 13- ear-olds would be +6
percentage points.

% National Assessment used both f these 'measures for.summary
analySis.-

I DO

90
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NE SE

79 72 77', 7 74

By looking at an exhibit of p-values (see abol;e), the range
of percentages for the nation and,each reporting. group for a given
set of exercises can be studied and compared. Each black squake
represents one exercise of exercise part:: k,,Bach distributioof
exercise results is also accompanied by the foilowing'inforMation.

1. Median P-Value When the p-values for a set of
exercises have been rank, ordered, middle p-value. For

N+1
an odd number of p-values, the median = Tth p-value.

4
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For an even number of p-values, the median = yth p-
2 2

value +(N + 11 the p-value).

2. Hinge P-yalue Ad. Similar to quartile. Divide the
rank-ordered p-values into two sets at the median (for
an odd number of p-values, the median p-value is a member
of both sets). 'The upper and lower hinge's are the
median of those sets.

For a given, set of exercises a group's achievement relative
to national level'of achievement can also be summarized using
differences from national percentages of success. One table of
median Ap-values,is included in Chapter 5 of this report.-. A
ddfinition follows.

Median AP-Value. When the np- values have been
rank ordered from positive'to negative values,
the middle Op- value. For example: If on a
set of 5 exercises the percentages of 'access
for%all 9-year-olds were 90%, 40%, 82%jr75% and
60%, and the percentages of success for a

/particular group -- NortheaSt.9-year -olds,
( for instance, -- on these same exercises were,
respectively, 95%, 44%, 85%, 77%,and 61%,
then the group's differences would be +5%,
+4%, +3%, +2% and +1%. The group's median
difference from a national performance level --
that figure above and,below which 50% of its
exercise differencet lie -- would be +3%.
If more than 12 expx-c-is.es_oxe summarized
the median difference provides a'stikll indi-

, cator, of a gro ,typical performarrover
the set of exe ses.

All exhibits in this report are accompani&I by information
that tells the number of observations (p-values or np- values) that

Were Used in the analyses. Each single-part exercise contributed
one p-value (one observation or black box) to the summary analyses.
For some multipart exercises, subject-matter-specialists and
educators decided that respondents'musthave all parts acceptable
in order to achieve arr acceptable performance level,on an exer-

cise. Other multipart exercises were analyzed as if each part

,_.was a Separate exercise.

Limitations Of `the Data

Clearly, neither this booklet, nor future Assessment reports,

.will answer all the questions people have about the effective-

ness of social studies education. However, data is provided about

IC



specific groups of exercises, and these data can be used to make
generalizations about the results of social studies education.

Interpretation of the data is, a difficult process. The
results may prove encouraging from one perspectivd, discouraging
from another. . Much of the data may only confirm what the readers
might already suspect, but documentation itself is a positive
and important step. Each reader will have to assimilate thedata
to draw his own conclusions. It is our hope that this assessment
will raise and encourage questions,'promote widespread discussion,
serve as a stimulus for further research and help,raise the quality
of social studies education in America.

f
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CHAPTER 2

:SKILLS THEME

The exercises summarized in this chapter attempted to measure
skills related to obtaining,and interpreting intosrmatiOn. For
example, exercises required respondents (1) to use a card cata-
logue, (2) to select the correct source of information to learn
about news during the last 24 hburs or the early settlement of
their state, (3) to read tables, maps and graphs and (4) to dis-

.
tinguish fact statements from opinions.

The first Summary.graphs in this chapter, pages 13-16, depict
the range of percentages for-the nation and each group for the
exercises clustered in the skills theme. Median p-values are
designated with an 4- and hinge p-values with a 111.. The first
exhibit shows percentages for the various reporting groups of
9- year -olds; the second-exhibit shows percentages for 13-year-f

'1:31ds; the third, for 17-year-olds; and the fourth, for ybung
adults.

or example, on page 13 it can be seen that 9-year-old-per-
centages for the nation as a whole range from 36 to 96%. Their
medianvegentage is 74%. The range of the middle 50% of the
exercises is between the lower hinge of-61% and the upper hinge
of 80%. 'kgroup's typical peiformanoe is indicated by .its median

* percentage and the range of the middle 50% of its exercise per-
centages. 'So it can be seen that the Northeast typically per-'
formed somewhat above the nation on these exercises. Their median
sercentage.is, 79%,'and the range of the middle 50% of their exer.-
cises is between 7.0% and 85%.

To determine.Xhe content of specific exercises, readers can
croSs.reference with The First Social Studies Assessment: An
Overview, Report 037SS-00 and the Sbcial Studies Tedhnical Report:
Exercise Volume, Report 0.3-SS-20. For example, by looking on page
12 of The First Social Studies Assessment: An Overview it can be
seen that the "36% exercise for the national sample of 9-year-olds
dealt with-translating information found in a table of contents.
The exact text of this exercise is located in the Social Studies
Technical Report: Exercise Volute.

When interpreting the group data in these exhibits, all the
variables influeincing the educational process must be considered.
Within the limitations due to measurement and sampling error," the

11
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110

data accurately describe the educational achievements of the
groups designated in our sample. However, when the data show that
a group's overall level of achievement is either above or below
the national level, we cannot say,that any difference in achieve-
ment between that group and the nation as a whole is attributable.
solely to membership in that group:

a.

1,2
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'Overlap Exerci'ses
f

4
.

,

The preceding exhibits enabled comparisons between groups
within an age. 'However, all four age levels were not asked to
respond o all the exercises: In some cases an exercise was
adminis ered at only one age, for example, 9-year-olds. Others k*

were g ven at two or more age leveks and are called overlaps.

Cross-age analyses can be made by comparing the national and
group percentages of exercises taken at more than one age level.
In the social studies assessment, 9-year-did exercises differed
considerably from exercises given at the older ages. We can.
compare the performance of 13-year-olds, 17-year-olda and young
adults, since 36 of the same exercises were given to these three
age levels. ..

Pages 19-24 contain summary graphs depicting cross-age cot-
13arisonb for the social studies.exercises inthe skills theme.
There'is an exhibit for each reporting category comparing the
three ages for the reporting groups in that category. The first
displays regional comparisons; the second, male and female com-
parisons; the third, black and white comparisons; the fourth,
parental-education comparisonal- -arid the fifth and sixth, compari-
sonsfby size and type of community. Each exhibit also includes
national percentages for the three age levels as a point of reftr-
ence. _

,Therange of percentages.jor each age level is represented)py
the dotted vertical lines (see the following graph). Median p-,
value's are noted'below the graph for each age, as 'well as con-
nected bye solid line on the graph. It can be seen'that the
medle.,e%%tage on the skills exercises was 70% for 13-year-
olds. and 80% for l7- year -olds, an increase of 10%. The median
percentage for adults decreased to 76%. Upper and lower hinges
are connected by dashes. For each age level, the distance between
the dashed lines indicates the range of the middle 50% of the
percentages for that age.
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CHAPTER 3

KNOWLEDGE THEME

The exercises summarized in this chapter attempted to measure
knowledge about economics, geography, history and political sci-
ence.

,

For' example, exercises required, respondents to (1) under-
stand credit purchases, (2) know the location of major rivers,.
(3) name three problems facing large cities; (4) know some rela-
tionships between man and his environment, (5) understand the role
of the United Nations and (6) understand the structure and know 6

some functions of the three levels of government.

The first summary graphs in this chapter, pages 2730, depict
the range of percentages for the nation and each group. for the
exercises clustered in the knowledge theme. Median p-values are
designated,with an and hinge p-values with sal,. The first
exhibit shows percentages for the various reporting groups of
9-year-olds; the second exhibit shows percentages for 13-year-

'olds; the third, for 17-year-olds; and the fourth, for young
adults.

For example, on page 27 it can be seen' that 9- year -old, per-
centages for the nation asia whole range from OA to 97%. Their
median percentage is 58%. The range of the middle 50% of the
exercises is between the lower hinge of 40% and the upper hinge
of,79%. -A,group's typical performance is indicated by its median,
percepta4e and the`ran4e of the middle 50% of its exercise per-
centages. So it can be seen that the Northeast typically perfoilned

s9mewhat above the nation on these exercises. Their median'per-
centage is 62%, and the range of the middle 50% of their exercises
is between 44% and 83%.A

To determine the content of specific exercises, readers can
cross reference with The First Social Studies Assessment: An
Overview, Report 03-SS-00 and the Social Studies Technical Report:
k'sercise Volume, Report 03-SS-20. For,example, by looking on page
12 of The First Social Studies Assessment: An Overview it can be
:seiln that the 0% exercise for the national sample of 9-year-olds
.,,dealt with naming two famous Oriental Americans., The exact text
oethis exercise is located in the Social Studies Technical Report:
2,ExerciSe Volume. .

,

Wh ttinterpreting the group data in these exhibi all the

variable
t influencing the'ducational process must be considered.

25
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Within the limitations duet° measurement and sampling error, the
data,accurately describe the educational achievements of the groups
designated in our sample. However, when the data show that a
group's overall level of achieveteht is either al:1)&7e or below the
national level, we cannot say that any difference in achievement
between thht group and the nation as a whole is attributable;
solely to, membership in that grOlP.
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Overlap Exercises

The preceding exhibits enabled comparisons between groups
within an age. Howver; all four age levels were not asked to
respond to all the exercises. In some cases an exercise was
administered at only one age, for example, 9-year-olds. Others
were given at two or more age levels -and are called overlaps. ,

Cross-age analyses can be made by comparing the national
and group percentages of exercises taken at more than one age
level. In the social studies assessment, 9-year-old exercises
differed considerably from exercises given at the older ages. We
can compare the performance of 13-year-olds, 17-year-olds and
young adults, since 65 of the same exercises were given to these
three age levels.

iPages 33-38 contain summary graphs depicting cross-age Com-
parigons.for the social studies exercises in. the. knowledge theme.
There is_an exhibit for each reporting category comparing the
three ages for the reporting groups in that category. The first
displays regional comparisons; the second', male and female com-
parisons; the third, black,and 'white comparisons; the fourth,
parental-education comparisons; and.the fifth and sixth, compari-
sons-by size and type of community. Each .exhibit, also includes
nationaL percentages for the three age levels as a point of refer-
ence.

. The range of percentages for each age level is represented by
the dotted vertical lines (see the following graph). 'Median p-
values are .noted below the graph for each age, as well as connected
by a solid line on the graph. It can be seen that the median per
centage on the knowl4dge exercises was 60%'for 13-year-olds and
72% for 17?.year-old, an increase of 12%. The medianopercentage
far adults was also 72%. Upper and lower *hinges are connected by
dashes. For-each age level, the distance between the'dashed
lines indicates the range of the middle 50% of the percentages for
that age.
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CHAPTER 4

ATTITUDES THEME

'The exercises summarized in this chapter 4ttempted to measure
attitudes toward First Amendment rights 'and attitudes about self'
and others in a democratic society. For example, exercises
required respondents to indicate their opinions about picketing;,
petitioning and freedom of the press. Other exercises asked
about class consciousness, conformity to peer pressure and will-
ingness to make decisions in school.

The first summary graphs in this chapter, pages 41-44, depict ,
the range of percentags for the nation and each group for the exer-
cises clustered in the attitudes theme., Median p-values are-des-
ignated with an and hinge, p-values with a MI6. The first exhibit
shows 'percentages for the various reporting groups of 9-year-olds;
the second exhibit shows percentages for 13-year-olds; the third,
for 17-year-olds; and the fourth, for young adults.

For example, -on page 41 it can be seen that 9-year-old per--
centages for the nation ai 'a whole range frok 27% to 98%. Their
median percentage is 78%. The range of the middle 50% of the
exercises is between the lower hinge of 72%,,and the upper hinge of
81%. A group's typical performance is indicated. by its median
percentage and the range of the middle 50% of its exercise percent-
ages. ,So it can be seen that the NOrtheast typiCally performed
somewhat above the nation on these exercises. Their median per-
centage is 81%,(,and the range of the thiddle,50% bf their exercises
is between 74% and 83%.

To determine the Content 9,f specific exercises, readers can
cross reference with The First Social Studies Assessment: An
Overview, Report 03-SS-00 and the Social. Studies Technical Report:
Exerdise Volume, Report 03-SS-20. For 'example, by looking on
page 53 of The First Social Studies Assessment: An Overview it
can be seen that the 27% 'exercise for the national sample of
9-year-olds dealt with, class. consciousness. The exact text of
this exercise is located in the Social StudiesTechnical Report:
Exercise Volume.

When interpreting the group data in these exhibits, all the
variables influencing the educational process must be considered.
Within the limitations due to .,Measurement and sampling error, the
data accurately describe the educational'achievements of the groups

39



deSignated in our sample. However, when the data show that a
group's overall level of achievement is either above or below the
national level, we cannot say that any difference in achievement
between that group and the nation as,a whole is attributable
.solely to membership in that group.
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Overlap Exercises

The preceding exhibits enabled comparisons between groups
within an age. However, all four age levels were not asked to
respond. to all the exercises. In some cases an exercise was
administered at only one age, for example, 9-year-olds. Others
were given at two or more agg levels,and are called overlaps.

Cross-age analyses can be made by, comparing the national and
`group percentages of exercises taken at more than one age level.
In the social studies assessment, 9-year-old exercise& differed
considerably from exercises given at the older ages. We can
compare the performance of 13-year-olds, 17-year-olds and young
adults, since 15 of the same exercises were given to these three
age levels.

Pages 47-52 contain summary graphs depicting erose-age com-
parisons for the social studies exercises in the attitudes theme.
There is an exhibit for each reporting category comparing the
three ages for the reporting groups in that category. The first
displays regional comparisons; the second, male and female com-
parisons; the third, black and white comparisons; the fourth,
parental-education comparisons; and the fifth and sixth, compari-
sons by size and type of community. Each exhibit also includes
national percentages for the three aie- levels as a point of refer-
ence.

The range of percentages for each age level is represented by
the dotted vertical lines (see the following graph). Median p-
values are noted below the graph for each age; as well,as con-
nected by a solid line on the graph.' It can be seen that the
median percentage on the attitudes exercise was 64% for 13-year-
olds and 80% for 17-year-olds, an increase of 16%. The median
percentage for adults decreased'to 73%. Upper and lower hinges
are connected by dashes. For each age level, the distance between
the daShed lines indicates the range of the middle 50%.of the per-
centages for that age.
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CHAPTER 5

SUMMARIES ACROSS.THEMES rr

The first exhibit in this chapter _compares Oyerall national
results for the four age levels on the three themes used in the
analysis of the social, studies data. For each Age, the exer-
cises within each of the themes have been ranked from highest to
lowest percentage of success; the median percentage, upper-hinge
percentage and lower-hinge percentage have been identified.
This graph can be used to establish the relative performance
levels for the skills, knowledge and attitudes--themes for each
age level. 'Direct comparisons of percentages across age levels
should-not.be attempted because of the different numbers of exer-
cised involved.

T40 second exhibit in this chapter is a table of median Ap-
values Or each of the reporting groups. Results are dis0Ayed
by age for each of the three themes, as well as the total universe
of.the,social studies. exercises. The national median p-val'\ and
number of exercises is 'also included for each theme.

A. negative percentage indicates that a group's performane
was typically below the nation; a positive percentage indicates

__that a group's.performance was typically above the nation.'N, For
example, the'median Ap-value for 9-year=oldd in the Northe st on
the skills theme-is 3.8%, The 9-year-olds in the Northeast
typically performed above the national level, and the median per-
centage at the national level was 74.3%. These twdipercentages
cannot be,.added or subtracted since both are the result of a rank -
ordering process- by_pvaluem_and the other.by 0-values.
Since these rank orderings depend on the-percentages and not the
exercise, it is unlikely that these two percentages result from
the same exercise. However, these two percentages do desCribe
the typical performance of each group in terms of the national-
level of performance, as well as indicate how the nation tended
to perform on the same'set of exercises. It is important to
recognize that although reporteddifferences do'exist and must be
faced, membership in any of these groups should not be assumed to
be the cause of a group,'s performance.

The majority of this chapter is devoted to cross-age analyses
on the overlap exercises within each of the three themes. These
graphs summarize the overlap-information contained in Chapters
2-4. There is an exhibit for ,the nation and for each reporting
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group comparing 13-year-olds, 17-year-olds and young adults for
tke skills theme, knowledge theme-and attitudes theme. Since
many exercises administered at the older ages were not considered
suitable for 9-year-olds, not enough exercises overlapped at
age 9 to allow comparisons for that age level.

The graphs containing overlap information can be used, to
determine the relative strengths and weaknesses of the three age
levels'on the three themes for each of National Assessment's
reporting groups. The range of percentages for each of the age

-levels is represented by the dotted vertical lines.. Median
p-values are connected by a solid line on the graph*, and upper and
lower hinges are connected by dashes. Median p-values for the
nation and the,group are noted below the graph for each age. For
example,, the graph on page 58 indicates that for the Northeastern
region, 17-year-olds consistketly perform above the level of 13-
year -olds. The typical performance levels for 19-year-olds and
young adults on the knowledge exercises are quite similar. How-
ever,, on the exercises involving Skills and attitudes, the:adult
performance typically tends to be below the performance level of
17-year-olds.
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CHAPTER 6

SOCIAL STUDIES OBJECTIVES'

The objectives and subobjectives developed for, the 1971-72 .

social studies assessment are listed below.

I. Have curiosity about human affairs
A. Raise questionS and seek answers
B. Are open to new information and ideas
C. Try to understand why other people think and act as

they do

II.- Use analytic-scientific procedures effectively
A. Identify and define problems and issues
B. Formulate generalizations and hypotheses capable of

being tested
C. Obtain information from a. variety of sources
D. Distinguish facts from opinions, relevant from irrele-

vant information and reliable from unreliable sources
E. Detect logical errors, unstated assumptions and unwar-

ranted assertions; question unsupported generalizations;
are aware of the complex nature of Social)6ausation
and understand that sequence or relationslip does not
necessarily imply causation

F. Use data and evaluate criteria to make decisions

III. Are sensitive to creative-intuitive methods of explaining
the human.condition
A. Read history, philosophy and fiction
B. Obtain insight into human affairs from history and

philosophy, and from fiction and other forms of art
C. Recognize the role of creative-intuitive methods in

scientific inquiry
D. Distinguish personalized explanations of human affairs

from scientific-objective explanations

IA detailed description of the procedures used to develop the objectives for
the 1971-72 social studies assessment, as well as the objectives, subobjectives
and the age-specific behaviors illustrating each subobjective, can be found
in Social Studies Objectives, 1971-72 National Assessment of Social Studies

(Denver, Colo.: Education Commission of the States, 1970).
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i. Have knowledge relevant to the major ideas and concerns of
social scientists
A. Understand some of the distinctive' modes of inquiry

(questions and approaches) of social scientists
B. Understand some of the major relationships involving

culture, the group and the self
C. UnderStand some of the major characteristics of economic

systems, especially the American economic system
.

D. Understand some of the major charActeristics of the
geographic (spatial) distribution of man and his activi-
ties, and of man's interaction with the physical
environmen

..i E. Understand some of the major historical developments
F. Understand some of the characteristics of the major

systems of government, particularly the political system
of the United States

V. Have a reasoned commitment to the values that sustain a
free society
A. Believe in the glindamental worth of the individual and

can justify their belief
B. Believe in the freedoms of the First Amendment and can

justify their belief
C. Believe in the rule of law and can justify their belief
D. Believe in open opportunity for advancement and can

justify their belief
E. Are willing to act for the general interest
F. Are willing to participate in decision making relevant

to their lives

Some exercises cotre.developed to measure each of the five- -
major objectives at, the four age levels included in the assess-
ment. However, exercises measuring the, objeCtives often varied
in content and numbers aeross age levels. Also certain subobject-
ives were felt to be.inappropriate for one or more age levels, so
there are not measures for all subobjectives for all four ages.

The first exhibit in this chapter summarizes each reporting
group's performance,far the five major objectives. Median p-
values are presented for exercises that were given to 13-year-
olds, 17-year-olds and young adults. As mentioned earlier, not
all objectives and subobjectives received equal assessment
emphasis across ages. Therefore, not all exercises were given to
:411 ages. Exercises that were gicien at more than one age are
called overlap exercises. Because ofthe nature of the social
studies objectives, many exercises were different for 9-year-olds.
However, a number of.exercises were suitable for administration
at all three of the older age levels.

Since the exercises analyzed are the same for all -the groups
and the ages, t!le median p-values can be used to determine the
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relative performance of the reporting groups and the ages for any
given objective. For example, the median performance level of
Northeastern 17-year-olds is almost 20% above the median perform-
ance level of 13-year-olds. The median performance level of
17- year -olds is also above that of adults. It can be seen that
this pattern is also present for the Southeast. However, the
Southeast median percentages are consistently below the Northeast
median percentages -- almost 20% at age 13. The comparisons can
be continued until generalizations can be made, i.e.,. 17-year-
olds typically perform above 13-year-olds. Since 12 observations
are necessary to provide stable estimates, some caution should
be exercised in interpreting the data provided for Objective III.
Objective I data should not be used as the basis of generaliza-
tions and,is provided only for general interest.

The rest of the graphs in this chapter are baSed on an
analysis of all the exercises measuring an objective at a given

age level. There is an exhibit for each age summarizing national
and group performance on each objective. Objective I information
ordered by age is presented first, followed by Objective II infor-
mation and so on through Objective V.

Each graph can be used to determine, for an age level, the
relative performance of the reporting groups within each category,

as well as the relative performance between each group and the
nation. Eachblack square represents an exeicide or exercise
part. The range of percentages for each group and the nation can

be compared. Median p-values (+) and hinges (16) are also desig-

nated.
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APPENDIX A

CROSS - REFERENGE LIST T

.

r
Appendix A,presents a Cross - reference list from ;release num-

'ber'to NAEP numBer. Also, p-valdes are listed for each exercise.
- Release numbers identify exercise placement within themes, and

The First Social Studies,Asiessment: An Overview, Report 03-b$-00
and the Social Studies Technicdl Report: Exercise Volume, Report
03-SS-20 are in release-number. order. The cross-reference list
can be used to identify which p-values relate to which exercises
and to look exercises. up in The First Social. Studies AssessMent:
An Overview or Social Studies Technical Report: Exercise Volume.

ReleaSe Numbers

The following example illustrates how the release-number
identification system works.

RS008A: The first letter in the ledettifier indicates
that the exercise is released (R) or unrele4sed

A (U).

RS008A: The second letter indicates the area within
which the exercise is classified. 'Thi -w111---;
always be skills (S), knowledge or attitudes
(A). .

RS008A: 'The third letter icates the topic 1-- in this
case "obtai g infOrmation."

RS008A: Th' ext two digits indicate the exercise place-
nt within a topic.

RSOOIA: .*ometimes the last two digits are followed by-
a letter -- A through F. These lettem4adicate
that the exercise was one part of a multipart
exercise.

NAEP Numbers

gAEP numbers identify exercise placement within objec and

subobjective. The following example illustrates how this. system
works.

101

106



A

304003-234: The first number indlcates the objective..

304003-234: The second and third numbers indicate the sub-
...."...-' 4 .'

-..objective within the objective..

304003-234: The next three numbers uniquely number the Y
1 spePific exercise within .kh,:. objeative and sub= -

0

I

objective. °

. \,,

304003-234: The numbers following the dath indicate the
age levels that responded to the exercises In

\

this case, 13-year-olds, 17 -year. -olds and '
,adults responded. If the exercise had also
been given.to 9-year-olds, the indicator would
include a "1."

,)

I

-

,

,

A 102

1
1

f0 ) ..,

I,

.
0.

,44 ... 4.

o



YEAR 3 SOCIAL'STUDIES

:ROSS REFERENCE LIST: RELEASE NUMBER TO NABP NUMBER

RELEASE NAM) < NATIONAL.P-VALUE
NUMBER NUMBER AGE 9 AGE 13 AGE 17

DABOU 506017-1 86.96
RABOIB 72.67
UABOIC 77.57'

RABO1D 78.04
IAB01,E 80.76 /

ADULT

RAB02-02 50 6013- 234 64.01 85:37 60.35'

U1003-03 506015-234 56.56 71.89 85.03

RAB04-04 502014-34 79.83 62.90
RAB05701 103002-1 98.26
UABO6 505007-1 78.52
R1807-01 505041=1 71.77
RAB08-01 -527002-123 79.62 92.09 88. .08'

RAB09-03 103001 - 234 f18..118 23.70 20.39
RAB10-10 505009 -234 30.38 37.58 40.21

RAB11701 501007-1 87.15
UAB12-01 501002-12 27.42 67.66
RAB13-02 501017-1234 30.18 71.06 84.82 89.40
UAB14 50 10 15 -1 23 4 82.17 83.19 85.59

UAB15-03 102002-234 71.66 59.09

RAB16-01 527006-234,- .73.79 "89.77 89.94

RAB17-04 501011-34 78.85. 78.35

UAB18-04, 503012-234 74.48 84.'50 76.92

UAB19 501010-34, 89.32 81.11

RAB20-10 503b10-23 55.22 '50.56

UAB21 503015-34, T0.13 90.55

RAR01-01 502005-123 72.54 87.28
4./AR02-04 501009-234 57.87 80.00 72.70

UAR03-03 5F009,7234 72.81 79.59 77.18

AR04 502008-34 80.52 81.46

R1005-04 5020021-34' 80.64 81.22

'sUAR06 502011-234 63.88 78.13 77.88

RAR07 502012-234 59.36 62.60 55.64

RAR08-04. 502010-234 40.59 66.12 70.57

UAR09-01 502013734 57.49 69.90

UAR10-0V_ 502017-34 81.59 80.23

R.1011-04A 502007-23 53,46 79.61 71.97

RAR12A02, 502016-44. 42.26 55.96
40.34 A4.03

.11K.101 403017-1 83.,18

RKE02 403007-1 43.87
UKKO3 403013-1 -y8.51
RKE04 I 403021-1 88.93
UKE05 403005-234 47.18 58.10 74:68

UWE06 403008-234 64.83 80.66 76.50

RKE07 403010-234 57.05 81.24 78.51

UKE08 403026-234 794.0 87.34 92.77

JIKE09A 405010-234 65.48 60.26 51.64

.RKRO9B 40.77 66.00 52.47

RKE09C 67.44 78.34 83.42

UKEO9D 1
20.29 29.66 27.77

UKE10 404002-234 27.16 54.99 50.08

UKE11 403024-34 25:94 27.92



0.

YEAR 3 SOCIAL ST IVIES
A

CROSS 'REFERENCE LIST: RELEASE. NUSP TO NkEP PUSHER

-RELEASE
NUMBER-

%

siP
NUMBER

1K-E12' 403032.-34
RKE13 403031-34-
PKr14. * 403011-234
RKE15A. 40300-.234
UKE1513.

UKE15C
RKE1515

'RKE16-03 406001-34
RKG01 404017-I
RKG02A 404018-1
RKG02B
UKG02C
RW2D
UKG02E
UFG01 404020:1
RKG04 404021-1
RKG05 404022-1
UKG06 404027-.1
JK-G07 404028-1

,'RKG08 . 405031 -12
'RKG09, 40f1029-234
RKG10- 404012-1
UKG11 40401-3-1
UKG12 404015-12

RKG15
UfG16
RKG17-03
RKG18-06
UKG19

'RKG20-03
RKHO1
UKHO2
UKHO3
UKHO4
,RKHO5
RFH06
RKHO7
RKHO8
UKH09,
RKH10
UKH11
UKH12-03
RKH13A02
RKW13B02
RKH13CO2
RKH13D02
UKH14A
TIKH14B
RKH14C
RKH14D

--404003 -234 --

404006 -234,
402011-14
402012-34
427001' -1234
404023-1234
'40502034
405046-34 /

405006-1234 '
`405021-1
4050221
405032-2
405040-1
40501)4234
405041.-234
405028-1
405624-234
405014-34
405037-34
402015-34
405045-1234,

405005-1234

<

-AGE 9/

/50.93
/57.35
/79.91
01.01
68.33
60.61

f 71.93
42.57
37.37
37.38
39.85
24.36

89.22
80.94
22.19"

39.94
47.10

39.77'
94.301
68.82:

44.74

82.48+

6.07
7.90
.08
.54

5E1.29

48.91
82.63

104

11

N& ZONAL
GE 13

P-VALUE
AGE) 17

51.46'

/1111i.:

ADULT

56.40
30.34

22.14 55.06
, 54.11 71.76 72,42
34.83
33.853.85

59,71.
21.65

72.62
21.40

53.55 79.24 71.98
-52.-13 51.49

70:46
29.87 33.74. 22.00'

54.21
57.77 '78.19 65.82
52.69 6'0.03 ,

46.96
.18.84 , 100.3,8

43.53 44.73
59.87 71.06 77.31
75.09 82.33' 84.63

45.58 39.13
29.58 36.70

,67.30 78.73 77.09

45.92

49.57

-8.
.6.3.02

77.22 85.02 78.55

61.21 75.79
4 89'.06 86.71

38,75 35.46
32.41 49.23

17.81 14.71 40.77
33.97 72.82

.28 1.1141 .4406

3.05 7..40 19.53'
62.83 55.43 62.55
97.B8 98.77 97.53
56.64 54.11 60.81
86.69 85.36 90.4



YEAR 3 SOCIAL STUDIES

CROSS REFERENCE LIST: RELEASE NUMBER.TO NAEP NUMBER

RELEASE
NUMBER

NAEP
NUMBER

<
AGE 9

NATIONAL 0-VALUE
AGE 13 AGE 17 ADULT

j

RKM15A 405048 -1234,, 78.55 96.59 97.97 96.25
-UK01513 19.46 34.84 45.57 38.81
RK815C 63.40' 74.78 65.52
AKR15D 86.04 95..65 '96.33 92.46
0E016 A05007-1234 39.57. 64.61 45.01 81.11
RKH17 405615-23k 67.15 69.74 80.81
RKA18 406009-1234 46.85 76.45' 91.76 88.44
UKH19 405015-34' 50.22 61.55
RKPO1 402008-1 - 015.92
RKPO2 406010-1 73.82'
RKPO3 406022-1' 57.54
RKPO4 401004-234 49.46 721,64 74.27
UKP05, 406020-234 39.14 66.71 66.23
UKPO4 406021-234 26.72 37.71 63.89

4 6KPO7A' 406033-234 66.99 82.94 89.19
UKP0713 47.23 64.88 1.0.20
UKP67C 60.34 87.19 8d.97
UKPO7D 82.49 '93.93 96.34'

. RKPO8A 406035-234 71.34 83.75 79.11
RKPO8B 71.68 89.82 95.02
RKPO8C 13,43 *89.37 91.47
RKPO8D 77.05 '91.45 91.79
RKPO9 406006-234 43.28 83.92 78.23
OKP10 406023-2 76.77
RKP11 406005-31., 48.80 , 52.32
UNP12 406018-234 . 26.39 - -49.24
RKP13 406019-234 34.84 70.93

.45.73
61.85

OKP14 406026-3 9.28
UKP15 '40.601-234 30.28-- 65.47

A RKP16 406011-234 4 73.69 89.44 89r69_
RKP17 406012-23k 17.05 48.51 59.66
RWP18A 406017-34 72.80 74.42
RKP188 83.15 74.09
RKP18C 73.57 70.64
PFP18D 62.59 69.68
RKP18E

92,.41
90.05 90.20

RKP19 .201008 -1
UKP20 406007-1 97.27
RKP21-01 402006-234 67.03 83.65 68.59
.RSIOT-01 205073-1 3.66
USIO2 20W008-1 66.90
US103 204021-1 73.84
RSId4
usrps

204020:0
205017-1

47.47
71.35

4,

RSTO6 205002-1 69:49
USIO7
ukos.

205003 -1
.205001*-1.

66.43
46.57

USIO9 204010-.:234, 73.91 85.05 73.99
dSI10 205008-234 81-.11 86.93 80.10
RSI11 205010-234 59.49 80048 76.35

20 5007 -2 34 56.72 79.81 80.13.05112
RSI13 304006-234 77.48 91.25 88.99

105

1.



YEAR 3, SOCIAL STUD/ES

CROSS REFERENCE LIST: RELEASE NUMBER TO NAEP NUMBER

RELEASE NAEP NATIONAL 'P -VALUE

. 1UNBER !,U N!! R AGE 9 AGE 13 , AGE 17 ADULT

USI14 204011-234 79.00, 92.99 90.87
USI15 205006-234 53.58 69.89 72.27
RSI16 304003-34 30.86 39.25
17SI178 304005-1234 '16-. 40 95.67 97.75 95.40
RSI17C 53.10 71.00 78.81 72.33
RSt17D 57.02 80.42 86.67 82.44'-

USI17E 91.56 4:49 97.07 96.84
RST18 201001-34 75.42 78.88
USI19 201005-34. 36.15 49.84
USI20A 005012-234 92.72 94,61 96.04
USt2OB 68.68 ' 67.34 64.20
RSI20C 74.97 79.50 77.97
RSf20D 80.44 89.93 93.95
RSI21 203022-234 44.26 67. 26 53.61
USI22 203020-234 76.26 87.91 76.26
RSI'23 203029-234 89.41 96.43 90.98
USI24' 203027-234 53.10 74.00 68.75
RS/25 205012-234 24.02 42.36 54.30
RS/26 203025-234 23.58 33.p3 34.39
USI27 203026-234 23.10 36.04 32.52
RSI28-01 302012-1234 80.69 95.29 16.82 96.92
USI29 302003-1234 49.11 76.65 0 92.34 91.37

USI30 302005-234 79.35 88.44 89.31

RS/31-01
RS/32-01

302019-234
'302014-23 r

82.86
32.73

88.14
e,43.13

91.7,8

RS/33-0T 302017-234 22.20 39.33 38.95
RS001-03 101.012-1 68.94
q1S002-01 101008-1 78.64
RS003804. 101022-12 83.37 84.07
riS003D02 77.26 ,81.60

US003F02 74.28 70.89
S004-01 101010-T2 66.61 82.38
RS0051.07 101021-1234 73.40 66.93 66.21 61.97

RS006A03 301020-234 42.10 62.18 -68.86
US006801 69.65 75.13 76.15

R5007-12 101002.034 37.93 58.77 66.14

RSI08A , 203002-1 91.07
OS0088 78.70
US008C 95.45
RS008D 75.74
RS009A 203030-1 68.36
RS 0098 80.39
Ut009C 74.19
US009D 82.25
nolo 203008-1 59.36
RS011 '203016-1 '67.53
pou 20303271 76.27
R5013-03 203040-1 78.51
7S014A 203038-12 81.08 94.22

US0148 78.78 86,40
RE014C 86.65 98.05

RS014D 88.45 97.63

CJ

106'



YEAR 3 SOC/AL,STUD/ES

'..ROSS REFERENCE LIST: RELEASE NUMBER TO NAEP NUMBER

RELEASE
'NUMBER

IS014E
US014F
OS015
IS017
15018-03
RS019k
US01915-

US019C
IS019D
IS020A
050208
ItS021"
1S022A01,
OS022803

NAEP
NUMBER

203038-12

< -

AGE 9

93.69
93.43

?
NAT/MCP-VALUE
AGE 13 AGE 17

9Q.72
97.88

ADULT

I

203007-23 32.38 52.23
204009-234 88.55 93.57 96.67
102001-234 64.58 77.31 79.09
203036-1 35.70

67.40
79.34 *
73.17

203005-2 82.17
8.3.36

203006-2 77.89
203003-234 44.65 10.28 66.63

-51.93 72.17 .68.86

s,

(1,

t

1'

107

114 %
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